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Ash Wednesday marks the f i rs t  day
of  Lent  -  a season of  fast ing and
renewal  corresponding to Chr ist 's  40
day fast  in the desert .
The aim of  Ash Wednesday worship
is threefold:  to medi tate on our
morta l i ty ,  s infu lness and need for  a
savior ;  to renew our commitment to
dai ly  repentance;  and to remember
wi th conf idence and grat i tude that
Chr ist  has conquered death and s in.   
Ash Wednesday worship,  then is
f i l led wi th Gospel  t ruth.
Ashes have a long history in b ib l ical
and church t radi t ions.  In scr ipture
ashes symbol ize f ra i l ty  and death
(Gen. 18:27),  sadness or  mourning
(Esther 4:3) ,  judgement (Lam. 3:16),
and repentance (John 3:6) .  Al l  of
these images are caught  up in the
church's use of  ashes as a symbol
appropr iate for  Lent .

40 DAYS OF
LENT



Brothers and s isters in Chr ist ,  every year at
Easter ,  dur ing the t ime of  the "Chr ist ian
Passover,"  we celebrate our redempt ion through
the death and resurrect ion of  our Lord Jesus
Chr ist .  Lent  is  a t ime to prepare for  th is
celebrat ion and to pract ice wi th d isc ip l ined dai ly
repentance,  our dai ly  dying and r is ing in union
with Chr ist .  We begin th is season by
acknowledging our need for  repentance and for
the mercy and forgiveness procla imed in the
Gospel  of  Jesus Chr ist .

GUIDED PRAYER



 
O Lord my God, long-suf fer ing and fu l l  of  compassion:  Be present  wi th me as I
enter  th is season of  Lent  in which I  recal l  the Savior 's  suf fer ings and celebrate
his t r iumph. Give me your Holy Spir i t ,  so that  as I  acknowledge my s ins and
implore your pardon,  I  may also have the strength to deny my s infu l  impulses and
be upheld in t imes of  temptat ion through Jesus Chr ist  my Lord.  Amen.

 
Be st i l l .  Take your t ime.
Al low yoursel f  to l is ten intent ly  for  h is voice.
What do you sense?

 
Remember that  he loves you and desires to be wi th you.  Remember a lso that  he
is holy and that  he can restore you in every way you might  have lost  your way.

What act ions or  areas of  your l i fe  might  he be br inging to mind,  that  need to be
made r ight?

Spend some t ime wi th h im in prayer -  ta lk  to h im about  what ’s  going on in your
l i fe that  has led you to those act ions.

I f  you f ind i t  d i f f icu l t  to f ind the words you'd l ike to say,  read th is based on Psalm
51 as i f  you are ta lk ing to God:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfai l ing love;  according to your
great  compassion blot  out  my t ransgressions.  Wash away al l  my fa i lures and

cleanse me f rom my s in.  Give me courage to be t ruthfu l  wi th you.  Teach me to be
fai thfu l  and lead me in your wisdom. Create in me a pure heart ,  O God, and

renew a steadfast  spi r i t  wi th in me. Do not  cast  me f rom your presence or  take
your Holy Spir i t  f rom me. Restore to me the joy of  your salvat ion and grant  me a

wi l l ing spir i t ,  to sustain me.
 

Be humble and rest  in h im. Sense the peace that  he has for  you.  Let  h im remind
you again that  he wants the best  -  h is best  for  you.

Place those s infu l  th ings -  those act ions or  thoughts at  h is feet  and say you're
sorry.  Ask him to help you change those th ings in your l i fe  that  create separat ion
and shame so that  you can stay t rue to h im.

He is  indeed s low to anger and quick to forgive!  Hear h im say " I  love you my
chi ld,  now and forever!"

Now, l ive into the blessing of  h is Grace and Peace!
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Invocation :
Merci fu l  God, we come to you th is evening real iz ing that  we are
not  how you want us to be.  Help us to let  go of  our past ,  that
we may turn toward you and l ive again the l i fe  of  fa i th.   Help us
cal l  out  our fear  and hatred,  our anger and sel f -p i ty .   L i f t  the
burden they place on our shoulders.  Help us set  aside our gui l t
and enter  Into a season of  heal ing.  As we pray and fast  th is
season,  help us become simple people,  that  we may see you
pla in ly.  Let  us draw near to you now.  Amen
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Call  To Confession: Joel  2:12 -  13
Yet even now, declares the Lord,  return to me wi th a l l  your
heart ,  wi th fast ing,  wi th weeping,  and wi th mourning;  and
rend your hearts and not  your garments.  

Prayer of  Confession: based on Psalm 51
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfai l ing love;
according to your great  compassion blot  out  my
transgressions.  Wash away al l  my in iqui ty  and c leanse me
from my s in.  Surely you desire t ruth in the inner parts;  you
teach me wisdom in the inmost  p lace.  Create in me a pure
heart ,  O God, and renew a steadfast  spi r i t  wi th in me. Do not
cast  me f rom your presence or  take your Holy Spir i t  f rom me. 
 Restore to me the joy of  your salvat ion and grant  me a wi l l ing
spir i t ,  to sustain me. Amen.

Return to the Lord your God, for  he Is gracious and
merci fu l ,  s low to anger,  and abounding in steadfast  love;
and he re lents over d isaster .

Imposit ion of Ashes
Almighty God, you have created us out  of  the dust  of  the
earth.  May these ashes remind us of  our morta l i ty  and
peni tence and teach us again that  only by your gracious gi f t
are we given ever last ing l i fe through Jesus Chr ist ,  our  Savior .   
Amen04



Assurance of Pardon: based on Isaiah 40
Surely he has borne our gr iefs and carr ied our sorrows!  He
was wounded for  our t ransgressions and bruised for  our
In iqui t ies.  Upon him was the chast isement that  makes us
whole,  and wi th h is st r ipes we are healed.  He wi l l  feed his
f lock l ike a shepherd and gather the lambs In h is arms.05
Song of Thanksgiving
Praise God f rom whom al l  b lessings f low; 
Praise Him al l  creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly host ;
Praise Father,  Son,  and Holy Ghost .  
Amen
06

Scan for Worship Set

Pastor Hunt's Message: Back To The Garden - Part II

https://youtu.be/pNJJJXOUY1U

